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The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization,
encourages informed and active participation  in government, works to increase understanding

of major public policy issue s, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Oakland Voter
The League of Women Voters Oakland Area

200 S. Washington Ave., Suite 4, Royal Oak, MI 48067
Phone: 248/548-1097   Fax:  248/548-1306    w ebsite:  www.lwvoa.org

President:  Eva Packard       e-mail: Pres@lw voa.org
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LWVOA Boar d of Directors,  2007-2008

PRESIDENT
Eva  Packard

1st  VICE PRESIDENT
Bernadette Najor - Pr ogram

2nd  VICE PRESIDENT
Sue Abrams - Membership

3rd VICE PR ESIDENT
P. J. Royale - Development

SECRETARY
Patricia Finn

TREASURER
Fran Fisher

DIRECTORS
Judy Bateman- Candidate Forums
Jerry Burden – Voter  Sponsors
Laur a Gogola – Administr ation
Deb Horner – Voter Service
Randa Keener 
Tera Moon – Webmaster
Alissa Terrell

OFF-BOARD POSITIONS
Mary Ann Barkach, Voter Editor
Ann Edwar ds, Mailings
Mary Howarth – Data
    Management
Edith Phillips  –  Inter national
Sandy  Sanchez  – They
   Represent You
Donna Sklar  – Voter  Registration

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Linda DePoorter, Chair
Grace Kachatur off
Lola Koch
Sue Abrams
Deb Horner

THE OAKLAND VOTER is the official
publi cation of the League of Women
Voters.  It is published eight ti mes a year
by the LWVOA. Articles and Letters  to the
Editor , with writer's name, address  and
phone number may  be sent to the LWVOA
office.
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The one-month period from January 12 to February 11 included fiv e significant LWV
Oakland Area programs  which il lustrated what the League of Women Voters is about.

That month began and ended with program planning about public policy i ssues.  On
January 12, members gathered to make our recommendations to the national
League about current positions and possible future studies .  See the article on
page 5 for our members’ input.  Thank you to Vicki Lange for again hosting LWVOA
and to all those who contributed items to our tasty brunch.

On February 11 we celebrated the 88th birthday of the League of Women Voters of the
United States with a delicious and decorated birthday cake, thanks to Sue Abrams.
Members from a variety of communities provided their input to Oakland Area’s
Consensus on the state League study on local gov ern ment covering counties,
townships, sha red services, and consolidation. Study info on pages 6-7.

In between these meetings, we had three Citizen Education events.  The first, an
Award Banquet  on January 17 for our Youth PSA Contest , focused on high school
students and emphasized the importance of voting.  See page 4 for a report on the
banquet and the winners of the contest.  The winning PSA is now running on Detroit
Public TV (WTVS Ch. 56 – PBS) and the broadcast times are being listed on our
website www.lwvoa.org as we learn them. Times on page 8.

The se cond event, a Town Hall with Legislative Leaders,  on January 28, was
directed at the voting public who turned out de spite the weather and submitted many
questions to Senator Bishop and Speaker Dillon.  Both expressed the intent to work
more cooperatively in 2008.  It seemed a precurso r to the Governor’s State of the State
the next night which had the same theme.  It will be aired on local cable.  See page 3.  I
especially want to thank Paula Bowman, President of our local League partner, and
Connie Fergu son, who came in from Kalamazoo, to moderate the forum for the key
roles they played in the success of this event and Oakland Community College which
provided a well-located venue for it.

The third event, Me? Run for Public Office??,  targeted potential candidates and
featured elected women officials sharing their experiences about running for office.
Three of the speakers are also LWVOA members.  See page 9 article.  Thanks to Barb
Moorhouse and the Women Officials’ Network for putting the two- program series
together.  Pages 10-11 provide information on the second program, the Nuts & Bolts
of Running for Public Office , which teaches about organizing a campaign, financing it
and dealing with the media. 

The latter two events resulted in front page articles in the Oakland Press and stories in
other media outlets such as the Observer & Eccentric and the online Michigan
Wo men’s Forum.  Along with our PSA running on PBS, this media coverage has
provided us with good visibil ity, one of our goals!

More Citizen Education events are coming up – on Civil Liberties for Sunshine Week
in March  and on Climate Change in April .  See page 1.  Hope to see you there.
Invite a friend to come with you and join us.  
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Margaret Hall, Matt Jylkka , Eric
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NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY

We need to know what gets printed about our Forums,  Voter Guides, and other activities.  If you take a
newspaper (whether daily, biweekly, weekly or semi-monthly) which writes about any League event or
member, YOU can help by cutting out articles in newspapers and mailing them to the League office
(LWVOA, 200 S. Wa shington, Ste. 4, Royal Oak, MI 48067) if they mention any LWVOA information or     event,  
either to announce an event or to report on what happened at an event. There are many local newspapers in
Oakland County and we rely on our members to let us know what is published about the League in their
communities. We support 60 communities. Please help!

���������
����'��	
�

��&�	�����/
���� ����#��

�������
�� ����!����������	��5��������'���� ���5��&�����
���
�!���
 �� 
��(�*
�	����&� ���( 

��!
���
�( �� ��!
� �� � �
!

�
 ��!��� �������-,=��������
�� �
%�
�
���� ���

�����������&����	���������	������������ ���9� 	�(� ���� !� �
�� ���� �
��� �12)8�
�� ������A��
�	 ��� �
� � !����	��� !����# ���C
!�8�	 � � ��!�&� �/ �� �����12).���� ���	����*� � ��� !�
�� 
����!
�
A �
!�
����9� 	���
 ����� �!

� 
����� �!��!	 
������ ������ 
��( ��� 	 ��������� 
�� 
� ��� 
�
�!������!
&��
��
��� !�����(

 ��12). �?��� (����� 	��
� ������ �������(� ,� �������
�
 ��� !��
� ����-
 !�
�� 	�� �!���� 	��� !���� �12). �'�����-��2� ���!
�� !'�SHF ��� �� ��.� /'����H�����

%��!/ ���� ���
 �� �!
��� ���/
�$
(�  ��  ��2� �/O����� � ��� ��� ��� ��

+�

�� . �/��!��) ��
� �
��	����� �� ��� ���



5������������!�
�����2��������	�

�
 (�
 ���� ����
�12).��� �
�� �� ��(
( �
���� ����
�$
��� � ���
���� ����� !���
 ��1
� 
	
�:$����&�� �
 �!������� ��� ���1
� 
	
 ���!�2� �!
'�.� /�� !���!����  � ( ��#� 	!��
� ���%�
�$�����  	�
 ��� !��
 
��!��
�� � 	
���	 ��� ����� !� �� ������!'�&� �
��;	�����'��� 	� � !
'�
 � ���%�
��(

 ���� 	����(
 �����
� �'
�! �	� �!
�� !�� !!	����	! �
�!��!�<	!
 ��%�
�$���� �� �� ���  /�
��1
� 
	
��� � 	
�����(�������
 �
 !�
�
 ���
  ��*
'������!
���
�
� ���
 �&

 !���� 	
����� ���	 ���� � ��1
� 
	
 ��� 
���&����� !��
A �	� �*

��� �
&��
��� �	
���� !� �
��� ��12)�� ���� ��
 �!�

12). ��( 
(�
 ���<	���7� �
 (�!'�1� 	���0�
����� !��I� �
!� $
0�
 !�
��� ����
 �*
�������
  �� �� '��	�
�����
��� �
 
� ��12)��!���
�� �
� '�$��� � 	���	�
�� �(
� (� �
��
������(�� 	��1
� 
	
 ��� ���� 	�&�	��
�
��!�
�
� �
 ���!�� 
�*�!
�� ����� ��
  �� �'� � !��  ��<	� ��7� �
( �!'��H�@5GG���=�'�����( ��

�!���(� ���!���

5�2�����!�������� ���������������"��	������2!��
��)� ����.��3�3��������"�	�����
���������
�������"������	����3������������
��
�

�� �

�
3���

�� ����,--.�������	�������� �
����		������
�����	����� �����	�

���	���&������������.�/��!��#�	!��?��� ����������� �����*
�(�*
�����>�*
(�
�

�
 ���!��J��������� ������
*
��������
��'���������  ������
*
���
*
!��
����!���������� �����
�!!	������� $�
���������������
������
����

����������	�������� �
�����������������
���������� ���

��/ ��#���/���!'�#��&��!'��
�!���
'�B�C
��+��/'�1�/
�.� ��!'�1�(��
�
'
������!'�.�/�+��/'��!��+�!��� �

2
�&�����
��!����)��
��0	��
���!��	��&
����
������� 
�
� �!�
������%&��:# ��&��!��!�
1�(��
�
����*
�!�� �!�
����!���
����������# �!�����
 ���� �����
��*������
����
��!
���
&&&���/
�*� �(@ �
�/��� ��!�� �� /�!
��!�K8�
 ���!��$�*����!L��!����
!��!�K �����'
�����#�!�����
��E�+��������L���2
�&����������
����! !�!
���(
� �!�����
����	(��

+�

�� . �/��!��) ��
� �
��	����� �� ��� ���

� �������/�����#���$������
��������	����!����0���1
���������(/0!1@	�A�����. 1�#����	�

���,�������.������� �����	����B �/)2��"�������34�0���1
��� � ��&�����9C�<C�%������%:�%��������� � ��&����9C� �C�%�����
�%:�%�������� �/��&���9C��C�%�������:�%����������
����&����9C�8C�%������9:�%��������� �-��&������9C�DC �%�������:�D�������

� ��&�����9C�%C�%������?:E<�������� � ��&����9C�?C�% ������%:�8�
���

����. 1���
���������
����.6 �����C<<C�%�������	���� �����	�������
�������������
�	���������&���=���������������
� ���� �������������������&
�
(/0!1�����"	�,�������.������������	����� ���,���1��� ������������#�+��������

	��������
�����	�������. 1������	��� �����������
��� ��������
������  ���������
�
���.6 �����������
�������
����������
�"��,������ ��� /��"F�����



Me?  Run for Public Office???
 by Eva Packard
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