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Oakland Voter
The League of Women Voters Oakland Area

725 S. Adams Road, Suite 292, Birmingham MI 48009
Phone: 248/594-6602   Fax:  248/594-6603    website:  www.lwvoa.org

President:  Eva Packard       e-mail: Pres@lwvoa.org

 

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and
active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy

issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   by Eva Packard  
It was a major Voter Service year!  I would like to thank key individuals who made our
voter service activities for the November election described on Pages 4-5 happen.

Voter Guides:   Over 100 individual Voter Guides were posted on our website for Oakland
County contests and Debra Horner  was instrumental in their production.  She sent
questionnaires to all candidates, processed their responses, and created or oversaw the
creation of each guide.  I worked with our printer, Michigan WebPress, to take the
response information that Deb collected and produce a 56-page Voter Guide that was
distributed to every public library and city & township hall in Oakland County.  Ann
Edwards arranged volunteers for proofing it and handled the mailing to members,
contributors and sponsors.  Our 35,000 copies flew out of the various locations and we
received many compliments and thanks.  Webmaster Tera Moon  posted the individual
guides and also the 56-page printed Voter Guide online.  We could point people to our
online guide when the paper copies were gone.
 
Candidate Forums:   We scheduled 24 forums for the November General Election and
videotaped each one for .cable rebroadcast and, in some cases, for online viewing at
PCs.  Some forums had very high press coverage – by TV, radio, and newspapers – US
Representative District 9 and County Executive especially.  County Prosecutor also had
very good coverage and others resulted in articles in local community papers.  

Linda DePoorter  arranged both of the forums for the countywide contests and District
Judge 52-3 and persisted until she found dates and venues that worked.  Community
Media Network (CMN)  provided excellent coverage of forums they taped (County Exec,
US Rep 9, District Judge 52-3, State Rep 26, County Commissioners 18+24) – both
online and on cable.  Ann Edwards and Sue Abrams  with the assistance of Karen
Linnell  worked with Oakland University, CMN and WXYZ to offer, despite a series of
obstacles, an informative, standing-room only forum with 4 of the 5 candidates for US Rep
9 that could be viewed online at the WXYZ and CMN websites, as well as via cable
organizations throughout the district.

Between them, Co-chairs Judy Bateman  and Jerry Burden  coordinated and often
moderated forums for Oakland Community College, District Judge 45B, 6 School Districts,
2 Cities, 3 Township races, 1 State Rep and 2 County Commissioner districts.  John
Magary , the Screener for most of these forums, did an outstanding job.  Tera Moon
posted the many forums in the calendar and then rerun times as we learned them. 

Programs:   Now we have begun to turn our focus to programs about our positions or
studies. See the articles on Pages 6-8 about our Fall Luncheon on Prisons  and the
LWV event on Michigan Supreme Court .  I especially want to thank Marge Polidori
who chaired the luncheon event single-handedly, underwrote the costs, and enabled
members to better understand prison reform options and efforts.  Kris Zawisza from the
state office was a key player in the successful Michigan Supreme Court forum that other
Southeast Michigan Leagues also contributed to with their suggestions and insights.  

The post-election season starts with a combination Holiday Social and fundraiser on
Dec. 6 th – Enjoy wines and a variety of appetizers and a relaxed evening.  We get back to
business again planning for state program  in a comfortable atmosphere with brunch
on  Jan. 24 th at Vicki Lange’s home.  These events are featured on Pages 1 and 3.

Topics in the following months will include a discussion of the National Popular Vote
Compact  as part of a national study on the Electoral College, a Consensus meeting on
Prisons , meetings on Health Care and Climate Change  which are national issues of
emphasis, and Local Program Planning  leading to our Annual Meeting on May 30 th.

Finally, if you have not renewed for the 2008-09 League year, please rejoin us.  We thank
those who brought a friend to events. The Finance Letter asking for contributions to allow
us to continue our services and programs will be going out soon.  We need your support.

������������    pres@lwvoa.org
“ As a League of Women Voters member, you are part of an organization where citizens like you are
actively engaged in effecting change on the local, state and national level.”

LWVOA Board of Directors,
2008-2009

PRESIDENT
Eva Packard

1st VICE PRESIDENT
Bernadette Najor - Program

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Sue Abrams - Membership

3rd VICE PRESIDENT
P. J. Royale - Development

SECRETARY
Patricia Finn

TREASURER
Fran Fisher

DIRECTORS
Judy Bateman – Candidate 

Forums
Jerry Burden – Voter Sponsors
Laura Gogola – Administration
Deb Horner – Voter Service
Randa Keener 
Tera Moon – Webmaster
Alissa Terrell

OFF-BOARD POSITIONS
Erin Shuster – Voter Editor
Linda DePoorter – Judicial CFs
Ann Edwards – Mailings
Carole Elder & Shelley Goldberg
    – Voter Registration
Mary Howarth – Data

Management

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
4
!����&�$��
! , Chair
Andrea Zalewski
Margaret Kanost

THE OAKLAND VOTER is
the official publication of the

League of Women Voters.  It is
published eight times a year
by the LWVOA.  Articles and

Letters to the Editor, with
writer's name, address and

phone number may be sent to
the LWVOA office.
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Voter Service Activities
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“I want to thank you for your voter's guide.  I use it at every election and recommend it to my
friends.  It is the only complete and impartial voter's guide I have ever seen, and I rely on it to
get the facts for every upcoming election.   Many thanks for your valuable service to the
community.”

“As a recent newcomer to Fox Run, I very much appreciated your Voter Guide for Oakland
County in yesterday’s election.  Enclosed is my contribution.”

“Thanks again for all the great work you folks do.  I really should join the LWV, what does
that involve?”   [We told him how to use our website to JOIN.]

League member and former State Rep Pan Godchaux is now in the Peace Corps in Moldavia.  She
wrote a letter to the Birmingham Eccentric Editor about her voting experience.  Her absentee ballot,
which had been mailed to her many weeks before the election, had not arrived though volunteers
from other states had received their ballots.  She found another way to determine what was on her
personal ballot and fill it in to vote for candidates.  Pan wrote: 

“…. This week I gave up waiting.  I went online and downloaded the Federal Ballot.  I spent over
an hour on the League of Women Voters Oakland Area website filling out my ballot.  With the
exception of the federal part of the ballot, you write in the office and the name or party of the
candidate you vote for.  Thanks to the League of Women Voters, I completed my ballot right
down to the non-partisan races and ballot proposals. ….” 

���������	
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Love to talk on the phone? Have a flair for event planning? You'd be perfect for one of our Membership
Activities. Contact Sue Abrams at membership@lwvoa.org to find out how you can be involved. 

· Mailing - Assist with preparing materials for mailings. 
· Phone Calling - Be part of a phone tree to contact members about events, help needed, membership,

etc. as needed. 
· New Member Contact - Call new members to welcome & assess interests. Keep track of new

members. Invite them to activities. Arrange a ride to first meeting. Pair them up with a seasoned
member as a mentor. Make sure that they are involved in an area of interest. 

· Discussion Units - Plan topics for discussion units. Coordinate meetings. 
· Membership Recruitment - Plan how & where we will recruit. 
· Meeting & Event Planning 

������	���
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Are you great at raising money or promotions? Contact P. J. Royale at development@lwvoa.org to
volunteer for any of these exciting opportunities. 

· Fundraising 
· Grant Writers 
· PR 
· Public Service Announcement Script Writers 



for office use only:
date rec'd____________
ck date_____________
ck #_________
db___________
ty____________

League of Women Voters Oakland Area
Membership Form

For new and returning members
Date _________________

Primary member: 
Last name _____________________________ First name ______________________

Household member: (each additional person residing at same address is a household member)
Last name _____________________________ First name ______________________

Street Address ________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ________ ZIP _____________
Home phone _______________________ Work Phone _______________________
Cell phone (if available) _____________________ FAX ______________________
Email address ________________________________________________________

� I am a NEW member - $60.00
� Please renew  my membership - $60.00
� Household membership (renew or new) - $30.00

Each additional person residing at same address is a household member
� Student membership - $30.00
� I want to make an additional contribution $_____________
� I want to contribute to the LWV Education Fund (tax deductible) $_____________

Total enclosed $_____________
School District Name: (to assist us in mailing information) _______________________

Please make checks payable to LWVOA and send to:
LWVOA
725 S. Adams Rd., Suite 292
Birmingham, MI 48009

Questions? Call 248-594-6602

Membership year is from July 1 through June 30 and is open to all citizens
(both female and male).  Membership includes subscription to the Oakland
Voter, the Michigan Voter, and the National Voter Magazine.

Dues and contributions to LWVOA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax
purposes. Contributions to LWV Education Fund ARE tax deductible.

0�$���)�������.�
�

� Contact Us at 248-594-6602 or via our web site (www.lwvoa.org) and ask for a membership
packet to be mailed to you. 

�  Join online at www.lwvoa.org using a credit card or PayPal account. 

If you prefer to donate to us without joining our organization, we would appreciate your support.

�
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DONATIONS

Do you want to help LWV Oakland Area continue
to provide election information?

Send a tax-deductible contribution
payable to LWV Education Fund to:  

LWVOA
725 S. Adams Rd., Suite 292

Birmingham, MI 48009

Or contributions can be made payable to LWVOA
to support the League’s action priorities

*0
;�422#,��22525 � ��  0�=���9�$*�!�

· They Represent You  (TRY) Coordinator  for our eight brochures listing elected officials at all
government levels and Volunteers  to update each of the 8 TRYs  for election changes and
verify that the revised brochure is fully current.  Brochures cover the following areas: West Oakland,
North Oakland, Rochester, Royal Oak, Southfield, Birmingham/Bloomfield, Farmington/West
Bloomfield and Pontiac/Clarkston/Orion/Waterford/White Lake.

· Cable Coordinator  to interface with Oakland County’s many cable organizations for our candidate
forums and other programs.  We want to assure that our events are seen in each relevant community
and rerun times are provided so that they can be posted on our website.  We have tapes of our
Prisons forum and our Fair & Impartial Michigan Supreme Court forum ready to distribute.

· Issue Studies: Volunteers to learn about following topics and help explain them to our membership:
o National Popular Vote (NPV) Compact  – If you are Internet literate and want to learn

about and help us evaluate a method to use the Electoral College to achieve the election of
the President by popular vote without changing the Constitution, this is the study for you.  A
study of NPV was approved at the LWVUS convention.  It is being fast-tracked for Consensus
by May 1 with a Listserv for discussion and background information posted online at
www.lwv.org/npv.

o Prisons – Looking for team members interested in this topic to take the Consensus
Questions with Pros and Cons we receive from LWVMI in January for the Prisons re-study
and help with the member discussion of them.  Our October forum on prisons was taped for
showing on cable and provides information on some prisoner issues. 

· Advocacy Chair to help us respond to Calls for Action by our membership on issues at all levels.
Health Care  and Climate Change  are two areas of emphasis approved at the national
convention.

· Dream Cruise Booth  – Committee to plan our booth and sales for August 2009 event.

· PSA Contest  – Committee to plan the rollout this Fall to Oakland County School Districts of the
Public Service Announcement contest and award banquet to be held in Spring 2010 for students.

��������%���)���#���#��������������������������)��� �����&�(
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The League of Women 

A Voice for Citizens,
A Voice for Change

Time Dated Material Enclosed
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                    725 S. Adams Square, Conference Room A, Birmingham 48009 
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The League of Women Voters Oakland Area
725 S. Adams Road, Suite 292
Birmingham, MI 48009


