Oakland Voter

The League of Women Voters Oakland Area
200 S. Washington Ave., Suite 4, Royal Oak, Ml 48067
Phone: 248/548-1097 Fax: 248/548-1306 website: www.lwvoa.org
President: Eva Packard e-mail: Pres@Ilwvoa.org

A January Triple Header
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The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization,
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding
of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.




LWVOA Board of Directors, 2007-2008

PRESIDENT
Eva Packard

1% VICE PRESIDENT
Bernadette Najor - Program

2" VICE PRESIDENT
Sue Abrams - Membership

3" VICE PRESIDENT
P. J. Royale - Development

SECRETARY
Patricia Finn

TREASURER
Fran Fisher

DIRECTORS

Judy Bateman-Candidate Forums
Jerry Burden — Voter Sponsors
Laura Gogola — Administration
Deb Horner — Voter Service
Randa Keener

Tera Moon — Webmaster

Alissa Terrell

OFF-BOARD POSITIONS

Mary Ann Barkach, Voter Editor

Ann Edwards, Mailings

Mary Howarth — Data
Management

Edith Phillips — International

Sandy Sanchez — They
Represent You

Donna Sklar — Voter Registration

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Linda DePoorter, Chair
Grace Kachaturoff

Lola Koch

Sue Abrams

Deb Horner

THE OAKLAND VOTER is the official
publication of the League of Women
Voters. Itis published eight times a year
by the LWVOA. Articles and Letters to
the Editor, with writer's name, address
and phone number may be sent to the

LWVOA office.
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In June, the LWVOA Board set goals in the areas of Voter Service, Program
Studies, Advocacy, Membership, Visibility, and Fundraising. Activity has occurred
or is in process in each area.

Previous VOTERSs talked about our significant VVoter Service activity to provide
Voter Guides and Candidate Forums for the elections this past Fall for villages,
cities, and school districts. We are beginning to plan for 2008.

For Program , we held several meetings and took Consensus on the national
Immigration Study and will be submitting our input to LWVUS. We held a
background meeting on the state study on Local Government and will be taking
Consensus in February. (The next VOTER will contain a report on the 11/15
meeting and the Consensus questions.) We will do National Program Planning

over brunch on January 12 th see Page 7.

Members have written Advocacy letters on topics such as the state fiscal crisis,
children’s health care and other state and national topics. LWVOA sent letters of
support to the papers for the Novi Library Bond Proposal.

We are beginning to implement the Membership Recruitment Initiative and
working on a full calendar of events that will draw potential members with an
interest in areas of League involvement such as issues, government, and voting.

Encourage those you know to attend our January 28 th Town Hall with the
leaders of both houses of the Michigan Legislature. See Pages 3 and 4. Let us
know if you would like an invitation with information about it sent to an
organization.

League has Visibility in the community for our voter service activities. Events
such as our Public Service Announcement Contest for high school students have
increased our visibility in the community and with the media. See Page 5 on the

January 17 th psa Award Banquet .

Fundraising to-date has included the Dream Cruise, the September luncheon,
and managing an election at the Italian-American Club which together have
brought us about $2100 or essentially what we budgeted to receive from projects.

It is contributions, however, which provide the bulk of funds for our activities so it
is now time to turn our attention to our Finance Drive as well as efforts to get
corporate sponsors for voter service activities such as our eight They Represent
You brochures and our 2008 biennial Voter Guides.

Soon you will be receiving a letter asking for a financial contribution to LWVOA.
As our dues mostly go to cover our per-member-payments to the national, state,
and area Leagues, we need your help for all our other expenses. Our finance
drive is vital to having sufficient funds to carry out our activities — both for voter
service (checks mailed to LWVOA but payable to LWV Education Fund) and for
advocacy and operational expenses (checks payable to LWV Oakland Area). We
would appreciate your support . Also, if you have any suggestions for
businesses to approach, let me know.

pres@Iwvoa.org
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VULNERABLE FOR A RECALL BY DOING THEIR JOB?

LWVMI state president Jessica Reiser issued the following statement to the press:

“The League of Women Voters believes in representative government, with legislators not elected
to vote the will of a particular constituency, but to consider options and make the best decisions for
their constituents and for the state. We believe that legislators should be accountable to the voters
for their decisions at the ballot box on a regular basis.

The League also believes that there is a role for recall elections, which can be used to oust a
legislator in the case of malfeasance or gross incompetence — in other words, for wrong-doing.,
Recalls or threats of recall for retaliation for a particular vote, however unpopular, undermine this
representative government, are expensive to administer and don’t produce “better” results.

Voters can hold their representatives accountable at the next regularly scheduled election on
November 4, 2008. In the meantime, the society that we call Michigan can continue to operate, and
people can get on with their lives.”

3> - # >>>

-1/ / (,1* A 8 / 2B(18 C( * ,
* * * 4 9 C 6 * 3, ,/l *
$ ,0 ?3> - # >>> & &, 1

& @ # , 09% @O : # 2/ $# # = *$
) /I $ * = B12 6 6, 0 *# B9, 6 *0
D$$ *B( 3, 3 4 = * B3, ,# 3
4 = , ?) -& ./ & & 0 @ $ # O
*0 0 [/ = * 2 * 0 ,

, /I $* )

) 12



®H o FFH

*
1
+

[EnY

*%



The Award Banquet!

Let's Support our Young People, help the League and have Fun!
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MICHIGAN PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY

On Tuesday, January 15, 2008 , Michigan voters will
have to specify whether they want a Democratic or
Republican ballot for the Presidential Primary. Each
political party will receive a list of the voters that asked
for their ballot. No permanent record will be kept by the
government of your choice and it will, therefore, not
restrict your party option for future primaries.

There are 4 Demaocrats on the ballot: Hillary Clinton,
Chris Dodd, Mike Gravel, Dennis Kucinich. The other 4
candidates asked that their names be removed from the
ballot. The national Democratic Party had said that
Michigan’s convention delegates will not be seated
because the Primary was moved into January.

There are 8 Republicans on the ballot: Rudy Giuliani,
Mike Huckabee, Duncan Hunter, John McCain, Ron
Paul, Mitt Romney, Tom Tancredo, Fred Thompson.
The national Republican Party has said that only half of
Michigan’s convention delegates will be seated because
the Primary was moved into January.

If you vote by Absentee Ballot, you will have to choose
the party ballot that you want sent to you. You may also
be asked whether you want to continue to normally
receive Absentee Voter (AV) application request forms.
A court ruling which precluded the city of Detroit from
mailing AV applications automatically has put in
guestion the practice of clerks sending AV applications
automatically to voters 60 and over without authorization
from them.
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The League of Women Voters Oakland Area
200 S. Washington Ave., Suite 4
Royal Oak, MI 48067

A Voice for Citizens,
A Voice for Change
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